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Relay for Life 
Fund-Raiser
Next Weekend

A Bite Out of Time.....
Five Houston Teachers Retire
Five teachers at the Houston 

Schools turned in their grade books 
for the last time with the close of the 
school year.

Retiring after a total of 130 years 
are Jennifer Grimm, David Woosley, 
Janie Fraser, Rita Jensen and Jeanie 
Rohrer.

Grimm, who came to Houston in 
1976 from Illinois after her first year, 
spent 30 years in the classroom. At 
Houston, she taught remedial math, 
math, kindergarten, third grade, 
second grade and returned to kin-
dergarten, where she spent the last 
13 years. She obtained her master's 
degree from Southwest Baptist Uni-
versity in 1991.

Fraser taught 16 years at Houston: 
middle school English and speech, 
high school drama, speech and Eng-
lish. Previously, she taught English 
and college prep at Lebanon Ju-
nior High and English and speech 
at Stover. She has also taught col-
lege courses for MSU-WP and SBU 
at the Houston campus, Drury's 
Lebanon campus and Truman State 
University. She spent 25 years as a 
teacher.

She looks forward to not setting 
the alarm after finishing summer 
school classes. Her plans include 
finish remodeling her house to sell, 
work in her yard and flower garden, 
relax, read, visit her parents and 
children, volunteer at church and 
other organizations, travel – espe-
cially to the beach, learn to play golf, 
substitute teach and possibly teach 
a college class. She would like to 
eventually move closer to her chil-
dren.

Rohrer spent 22 years in the 
classroom, the last two at Houston 
as family and consumer science in-
structor. The previous 20 years were 
at Summersville. Her retirement 
plans include cleaning and organiz-
ing her home, quilting, taking her 
daughter to school, being available 
to help others as needed, write mag-
azine articles or possibly a book, do 
scrapbooking, cook and garden.

Woosley started his 25-year 

teaching career in Kentucky, where 
he taught health, physical education, 
civics and coached freshmen girls. 
His last 20 years at Houston cov-
ered a variety of subjects including 
American government, American 
and Missouri history, geography, 
English, science fiction, mythol-
ogy, folklore, world history, sociol-
ogy, psychology, at-risk, alternative 
school, GED and credit recovery. 
He also served as yearbook advisor.

He plans to spend time with his 
children and parents. He also plans 
to play as much music as time al-
lows. Any leftover time, he said, 
will be spent boating, fishing and 
other outdoor activities.

Jensen completes a 28-year teach-
ing career, 22 at Houston as seventh 
and eighth-grade math instructor. 
She had the opportunity to be a 
math consultant with the Missouri 
Math Academy, networking with 
other middle school math teachers.

An eighth grade class, which 
graduated in 2001, came back as a 
senior group to prepare a time cap-
sule using items and things learned 
in their math class. They brought 
aluminum foil to remember the foil 
method, a trophy they had won, a 

"24" card, a calculator, a penny with 
their graduation date, a progress re-
port from Jensen's class and a dead 
squirrel which had been a "gift" at 

Christmas while they were eighth 
grade math students, which was fi-
nally put to rest in the time capsule.

Jensen plans to spend time with 
her husband, parents and children 
and working on her list of things to 
do.

Charlie Malam is not retiring but 
leaving the Houston School system 
after 21 years. 

He begins duties in August as 
middle school principal at Willow 
Springs after spending seven years 
at Houston as a science teacher, 
nine years in physical education and 
health and the last five in adminis-
tration, two of those as assistant 
high school principal. He also had 

Organizers of the annual Texas 
County Relay for Life — one of the 
largest fund-raisers in the county 

— are making final preparations for 
the June 15-16 event. Proceeds ben-
efit the American Cancer Society. 

Activities are at Tiger Stadium 
with teams setting up camp on the 
field. 

At 7 p.m., a cancer survivor rec-
ognition is planned by walking the 
first lap of the relay. Each partici-
pant receives a free T-shirt to wear 
while walking the track. There is no 
cost. 

At 9 p.m., a luminaria ceremony 
is set. Individuals and companies 
can make contributions in memory 
of those who have lost their fight 
with cancer and honor those who 
have survived. Each is recognized 
by a lighted luminaria candle. 

Activities are planned throughout 
the night. “Cancer does not stop at 
nighttime,” said Dawn Spencer, Re-
lay for Life chair. “So we’re not go-
ing to stop at night either. We hope 
the community will join us in this 
fight.” 

The annual Licking rodeo parade was Saturday on Main Street. This year’s theme was patriotic. Here, women dressed as early 
settlers. The Licking Chamber of Commerce sponsors the event annually. 

University Extension’s Annual
Fund-Raiser Is Saturday Night

University Extension will hold its 
annual fund-raising auction at 6 p.m. 
Saturday at the community building 
at the Houston Area Chamber of 
Commerce Fairgrounds on North 
U.S. 63.

The list of items for auction in-
cludes everything from Branson 
show tickets to meal coupons for 

area restaurants. A food stand also 
will be operating.

Donations are still being accepted. 
Call 417-967-4545 to offer help or 
bring them to University Exten-
sion’s office at 401 S. Third St. in 
Houston. Items can also be taken to 
the community building after 2 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

•Heart Stopper
(From Page One)

The Tigers ended a long district 
drought when they beat Mansfield 
on its home field for the District 12 
crown. It was Houston’s sixth base-
ball district title and the first since 
Hall played for the Tigers in 1992. 
It didn’t end there. 

Behind a hot-hitting offense that 
scored more than 10 runs in seven 
consecutive games and the right-
handed arms of Durst and Trentham, 
Houston beat Conway in sectionals, 
downed Purdy in the quarterfinals 
and thumped West County in the 
semifinals for the first three playoff 
victories in team history. 

Houston fell behind Blair Oaks 
–– the undefeated defending champs 
–– 8-2 and still trailed by five in the 

bottom of the sixth inning when the 
Tigers feverishly rallied with seven 
runs to take the lead. Blair Oaks 
regained the advantage by scoring 
five times in the top of the seventh 
to win back-to-back state titles, but 
not before being taken to the brink 
of defeat by Houston.

“I’m glad that other people and 

the town folk in Houston got to see 
what kind of character these kids 
have,” said Hall, who completed 
his ninth season as the Tigers’ head 
coach. “They earned what they got. 
It took a lot of hard work to get here, 
and they’ve done it for a long time.”

Swearengin said he and his team-
mates had dreamed of taking the 

baseball program to new heights.
“Since we were 11 or 12, we’ve 

been expecting our senior year 
would be a first for our school,” he 
said. “But we never thought we’d 
make it this far.”

A large contingent of red-clad 
fans at Meador Park roared as the 
Tigers took their first lead against 
Blair Oaks. They were just as loud 
when the team was presented the 
second-place trophy and individual 
medals.

As the team bus returned home, it 
was met at the city limits by emer-
gency vehicles from the hospital, 
fire department and sheriff’s office. 
They escorted the team through 
downtown, where citizens stood 
on their porches or lined the streets 
to show their appreciation for best 
baseball team in town history.

“We’re the second-best team in 
the state. You can’t get much better,” 
Durst said. “We’re pretty proud of 
ourselves.”

Rain recorded in May 
Houston   4.78
Houston (south of town) 3.74
Summersville  6.07
Solo   5.35
Yukon   4.07
Eunice   4.63
Evening Shade  4.91

Injured Dixon 
Woman Climbs
From Wreckage

A Dixon woman managed to 
climb out of the wreckage of an 
accident Monday afternoon to seek 
help about 10 miles north of Roby, 
authorities said. 

Daisy L. Ray, 34, was the driver 
of a southbound vehicle that ran off 
the left side of Highway 17 and over 
an embankment, said Tpr. Marty 
Wiseman. 

Authorities said they were noti-
fied of the accident after Ray man-
aged to get help after climbing up a 
ravine. She was flown to St. John’s 
Hospital in Springfield following 
the mishap. 

She was wearing a seat belt, Wise-
man said. 

Houston sophomore Caleb Smith, right, celebrates with team-
mate Justin Stringer after they scored in the sixth inning of the 
Class 2 state championship game against Blair Oaks.

Fall Hunting Season Dates Set
The Missouri Conservation Com-

mission has set dates for the upcom-
ing hunting season. 

Here are the dates:
--Archery deer and turkey season 

- Sept. 15-Nov. 9 and Nov. 21-Jan. 
15

--Urban counties portion of deer 
season - Oct. 5-8

--Youth portion of deer season - 
Oct. 27-28

--November portion of deer sea-
son - Nov. 10-20

--Muzzleloader portion of deer 
season - Nov. 23-Dec. 2

--Antlerless portion of deer season 
- Dec. 8-16

Rep. Emerson Staff 
Member To Visit 
Houston June 18

A member of U.S. Rep. Jo Ann 
Emerson’s staff will meet with lo-
cal constituents from 1:30 until 2:30 
p.m. Monday, June 18, at the Hous-
ton Area Chamber of Commerce of-
fice.

“Folks need to be able to meet one-
on-one with a member of my staff 
every so often to discuss casework 
as well as the issues facing us in 
southern Missouri,” Emerson said 
in a press release. “ The Congressio-
nal Connection program gets staff 
out of the office and into communi-
ties where they can have these types 
of meetings on a drop-in basis.”

Emerson has offices in Cape 
Girardeau, Farmington and Rolla 
as part of the 8th congressional 
district. Staff members from each 
office will be responsible for the 
Congressional Connection program 
in their respective region, establish-
ing a closer connection between 
constituents and the staff members 
who normally serve them.
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