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TERRORISTS DECLARE WAR ON U.S.
Hijacked Airliners Strike World Trade Center, Pentagon; A Nation Mourns Its Loss

In one of the most auda-
cious attacks ever against the
United States, terrorists
crashed two airliners into the
World Trade Center in a
deadly series of blows Tues-
day that brought down the
twin 110-story towers. A
plane also slammed into the
Pentagon as the government
itself came under assault.

The news sent shock waves
through Texas County as
word spread about the attack.

Schools remained in session as
anxious parents called to inquire.
Secretaries at the Houston Schools
reported that they fielded several
calls from concerned persons as the
news unfolded on live television
across the city.

At school, students gathered
around television sets as the terrible
news became known: thousands
dead, unbelievable carnage in New
York City and Washington, D.C.,
deaths on four separate hijacked
airliners and the heart of the coun-
try's defense mechanism, the Pen-
tagon, hit.

It was one of the darkest days
ever in America.

The scene was repeated across
the community: Employees hud-
dled around television sets as the
latest bits of news were known.
The terrible news could be seen on
the face of workers. At the Texas
County Division of Family Serv-
ices office, employees watched on
a small television propped on a
chair. At a local bank, workers
huddled to say a prayer for the
country.

At Houston's First Baptist
Church, the sanctuary was opened
for persons wanting to pray.

Panicked residents headed to the
gasoline pumps after rumors hit
that gasoline pipelines would close
and fuel prices were set to sky-
rocket.

By mid-afternoon, Houston

Mayor Steve Hutchcson issued a
statement urging calm: 'This is a
time of national emergency. But
there are no known shortages of
supplies in Houston at this time.
Please refrain from panic buying so
our city's economy can operate at a
steady pace."

Some stores reported persons
buying gasoline containers. At
Houston Wal-Mart, it sold out of
gas cans. Lines formed at gas sta-
tions and cars snaked to U.S. 63 be-
fore the Missouri State Highway
Patrol and Houston Police Depart-
ment started blocking entrances to
control traffic. It was a scene like
no other ever seen here.

The situation puzzled distributors
who noted they knew of no short-
ages.

Telephone and Internet traffic
also increased. At the Texas
County Rural Area Information
Network, TRAIN, reported some
problems on the Internet backbone,
but noted it was, operating at only
about one-third of capacity on
Tuesday afternoon.

Worried relatives also sought
news of their loved ones. The
Texas County Disaster Action
Team of the American Red Cross
said Tuesday night persons can call
800-984-8979 to check on family.

Those wishing to donate funds
can send them to: Texas County
DAT-American Red Cross, P.O.
Box 19!, Houston, Mo. 65483.

Hospitals in New York began the
grim accounting of the dead and
injured today, as barges ferried
bodies across the Hudson River to a
makeshift morgue and rescuers
waded through the World Trade
Center's smoking rubble.

The financial capital remained
closed after the airborne attack on
the twin towers and the Pentagon.
The federal government said the
ban on air travel would not be lifted
before noon at the earliest.

Thousands were feared dead.
This morning, Mayor Rudolph Gi-
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The American flag is at half-staff Wednesday at the Houston Post
Office on First Street. The reminder of Tuesday's tragedy can been
seen throughout the community, including Mitchell Insurance
Agency LLC, where a flag is stretched across the front of the Grand
Avenue business.

Additional news from across
the county is on Section A,
Page 3. Today's Second
Front is on A-8.

Fort Access Limited;
Calm Urged by Mayor
Statement from Houston Mayor Steve Hutcheson after lines

formed at gasoline stations in Houston:
"This is a time of national emergency. But there are no known short-

ages of supplies in Houston at this time. Please refrain from panic buying
so our city's economy can operate at a steady pace."

Sen. Jean Carnahan, D-Mo, issued this statement after the terrorist
acts:

"We have witnessed a horrific attack on our nation that is a violation of
peace-loving people everywhere. I am deeply saddened by the senseless
loss of innocent men, woman and children by such an evil and calculated
act of destruction. Let there be no doubt, we will call to account any who
dare to threaten our life and liberty. As in times past, let us put aside our
differences and unite to defend our homeland."

Nearby Fort Leonard Wood asks that patients reschedule ap-
pointments:

"Due to the increase in access control, General Leonard Wood Com-
munity Hospital is advising all patients currently scheduled for appoint-
ments from Tuesday through Friday, to reschedule their appointments for
a later date."

Missouri Speaker of the House Jim Kreider on Tuesday's terrorist
attacks on the American targets:

"Today, we in the House of Representatives, like all Americans, are
deeply troubled by apparent terrorist attacks on our nation. Our hearts and
prayers go out to the victims of this tragedy, and we will heighten secu-
rity to ensure the safety of our families and employees...As such, the
business of the people of Missouri will move forward today."

A Rees Oil Co. spokesperson after lines formed at stations across
the county, including nearby Jerry's Service Center:

"Jerry has sold more gas in the last hour as he has in the last month."

A Houston Wal-Mart employee Tuesday afternoon:
"We're all out of gas containers," she said.

Lawmen are forced to direct traffic around several local gasoline
stations:

"This is like the '70s," a lawmen talking to a fellow officer as he di-
rected traffic at a gasoline station.

Access is tightened at nearby Fort Leonard Wood:
Only personnel having official business on post will be authorized ac-

cess to the installation.

U.S. Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond on the tragedy:
"Sept. 11, 2001, will forever be burned into American history as an un-

precedented day of horror. Our hearts and prayers are with the families of
victims in New York City, the Pentagon and near Pittsburgh...While ter-
rorists hit their targets and caused death and damage, their real aim is to
inflict a crippling psychological blow. They will succeed only if we sur-
render to our fears."

News from Emerson:
Eighth District Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau, was in the

air, flying from St. Louis to Washington, D.C., on Tuesday when the ter-
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conoco

Workers at the Texas County Division of Family Services office In Houston surround a televi-
sion set Tuesday morning as news of the terrorism acts were broadcast. Missouri govern-
ment stepped up Its security but kept on working Tuesday. Gov. Bob Holden put the Missouri
National Guard, Missouri State Highway Patrol and the State Emergency Management Agency
on alert.

Bush: 'Despicable Acts of Terror5

Following is the text of a speech
to the nation by President Bush
Tuesday after the attacks on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon:

Today, our fellow citizens, our
way of life, our very freedom came
under attack in a series of deliber-
ate and deadly terrorist acts. The
victims were in airplanes or in their
offices. Secretaries, businessmen
and women, military and federal
workers. Moms and dads. Friends
and neighbors.

Thousands of lives were sud-
denly ended by evil, despicable acts

of terror.
The pictures of airplanes flying

into buildings, fires burning, huge
structures collapsing, have filled us
with disbelief, terrible sadness and
a quiet, unyielding anger.

These acts of mass murder were
intended to frighten our nation into
chaos and retreat. But they have
failed. Our country is strong. A
great people has been moved to
defend a great nation.

Terrorist attacks can shake the
foundations of our biggest build-
ings, but they cannot touch the

foundation of America. These acts
shatter steel, but they cannot dent
the steel of American resolve.

America was targeted for attack
because we're the brightest beacon
for freedom and opportunity in the
world. And no one will keep that
light from shining.

Today, our nation saw evil, the
very worst of human nature, and
we responded with the best of
America, with the daring of our
rescue workers, with the caring for
strangers and neighbors who came
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Gasoline lines formed Tuesday after-
noon across the county as motorists
believed prices were headed upward
and shortages might result. Here, the
scene on First Street in Houston.


