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Tree Planting:  A new date is 
set for Houston’s big tree and plant 
project. Story in Column One, A-1.

Vol. CXXX   No. 45

    SOFTBALL TEAM WNS OPENER

    

  Houston

April Election:  Sample ballots for the April 8 
election appear on Pages B-3 —B-4.  

Herald
Police Blotter:  Man attempted to smuggle 
contraband into jail, police say. Story on A-8.
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      ONLINE
•SLIDESHOW: See 
a gallery of photo-
graphs taken during 
the storm and send 
your shots to edi-
tor@houstonherald.

com for placement on the Web site.

ON THE WEB

Money-
Saving
Coupons
Today!

The head of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency announced 
Thursday that federal disaster 
aid has been made available for 
Missouri to supplement state 
and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and 
flooding beginning on March 17 
and continuing. It includes Texas 
County. 

FEMA Administrator David 
Paulison said the assistance was 
authorized under a major disaster 
declaration issued for the state by 
President Bush.

Paulison named Michael L. 
Parker the federal coordinating 
officer for federal recovery oper-
ations in the affected area. Parker 
said that additional designations 
may be made at a later date after 
further evaluation.

FEMA coordinates the federal 
government’s role in preparing 
for, preventing, mitigating the 
effects of, responding to and re-
covering from all domestic di-
sasters, whether natural or man-
made, including acts of terror.

xxx
Texas County’s unemploy-

ment rate stood at 6.8 percent 
in January, reports the Missouri 
Department of Economic Devel-
opment. 

That’s down slightly from the 
previous month when it stood at 
7 percent. 

Area counties and their figures: 
Douglas, 7.1; Howell, 5.3; Shan-
non, 8.7; and Wright, 7 percent. 

xxx
The husband of a Hartshorn 

woman killed in a February ac-
cident and his two children are 
seeking damages for wrongful 
death, according to court docu-
ments.

Jackson C. Morgan and his 
two children filed the suit March 
13 in Texas County Circuit Court 
against the driver of the vehicle, 
Jennifer Morgan, 24, of Harts-
horn. 

Natalie M. Gaston, 28, was a 
passenger in a car that crashed 
on Highway KK about two miles 
north of Hartshorn. 

Mrs. Morgan was charged with 
DWI, according to the patrol. 

xxx
A delay in the arrival of some 

supplies has postponed a ma-
jor tree planting along Brushy 
Creek, the City of Houston said 
last week. 

About 1,500 plants and trees 
will be added to the landscape 
along Brushy Creek, where a 
walking and bicycling trail is un-
der development. 

The new plant date is April 
5. Volunteers are still sought to 
help. 

xxx
The Missouri Department of 

Transportation plans to make 
repairs to Highway 137 at Ray-
mondville. 

On tap are repairing edge ruts, 
performing shoulder repairs and 
working on driveways and ap-
proaches. 

Patching also is planned on 
Highway W. 

xxx
Cables will be replaced and 

LED signal heads installed at 
the intersection of U.S. 63 and 
Highway 17 today (Thursday) in 
Houston, according to the Mis-
souri Department of Transporta-
tion.

Work will begin at 7 a.m., and 
traffic will be stopped in all direc-
tions for a 10-minute time frame 
around 8 a.m. as crews stretch 
guide wire and cabling across 
the intersection. Otherwise, min-
imal delays will be experienced 
throughout the day.

Bucket trucks will be in the 
intersection while work is being 
performed. The trucks will be lo-
cated directly in the turn lanes on 
each side as the signal heads are 
being replaced, putting all traffic 
into one lane.

xxx
Construction began this 

week for the Houston Welcome 
Center near North U.S. 63 and 
Oak Hill Drive. 

The site is the former Haney 
Market. A walking trail also is 
under development west of the 
center. 

Larry Paul Brashers

A suspect arrested early Saturday in the assault of a Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol officer had the lawman’s hand-
cuffs in his pocket and his service weapon concealed in the 
waistband of his jeans.

Larry P. Brashers, 21, of Pomona, is in the Texas County 
Jail this week on $100,000 cash bond. He is accused of as-
saulting Cpl. Curtis Haden of the patrol after the officer 
made contact Friday evening with the Howell County man 
at Highway H and U.S. 63 south of Houston. 

Haden, an 18-year veteran of the patrol, was handcuffing 
Brashers, who was wanted in Howell County for not ap-
pearing on several charges, when he struck the officer and 
placed him in a head lock, according to a probable cause 
statement filed in court. Haden, fearful that he was about to 
lose consciousness, removed his service weapon as the two 
struggled, and it fired into the ground. 

According to Sgt. Jeff Kinder of the patrol, Brashers held 
Haden at gunpoint as he took the officer’s wallet, a small 
amount of cash, three credit cards, one debit card, car keys 
and a flashlight. 

An alarmed passerby alerted authorities after seeing 
Haden’s patrol car door open and his hat on the ground. A 
Missouri State Highway Patrol officer and a Houston Police 
Department patrolman rushed to the area to aid Haden. 

As a manhunt began, Haden was transported to Texas 
County Memorial Hospital with moderate injuries. He was 
treated and released. 

The incident sparked a three-hour search of the area and 
brought several officers from Troop G of the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol into the county. Officers watched intersec-
tions, looking for any sign of Brashers’ truck. 

Kinder made contact with Brashers by cellular telephone, 
and the suspect was arrested at about 1:20 a.m. Saturday 
near U.S. 63 and Gardner Road just north of where the as-
sault occurred. 

Texas County Prosecutor Mike Anderson said Brashers 
faces several charges: first-degree assault of a law enforce-
ment officer, resisting arrest, stealing of the officer’s fire-
arm, robbery associated with the theft of a billfold and other 
items, armed criminal action, stealing a credit device and 
unlawful use of a weapon that belonged to Haden. 
Read a patrol report filed with the court and video of 
Brashers at www.houstonherald.com

Larry Paul Brashers, suspected of assaulting a 
Missouri State Highway Patrol officer, has had sev-
eral brushes with the law, court records show. 

Brashers, 21, was apprehended early Saturday 
just a short distance from where he is accused of 
attacking Cpl. Curtis Haden. Several law enforce-
ment officials said this week they were thankful that 
Haden’s injuries weren’t more severe. “This could 
have had a very bad outcome,” said one. 

Brasher’s last visit to a courtroom came March 3 
in Texas County where he received a probationary 
period on a bad checks charge. A property damage 

The State and Federal Emergency Management Agencies will be Texas 
County Thursday (today) to tour damaged individual residences and busi-
nesses that suffered damages during last week’s floods.

Anyone with damaged private property as a result of the flood is en-
couraged to contact the county commission office at 417-967-3222 for 
more information and specific requirements. 

The state and federal officials will tour the county looking at damaged 
private property for possible assistance from the state and local govern-
ment in restoring the property.

Gov. Matt Blunt said Sunday that eight joint federal and state damage 
assessment teams will begin collecting property damage information from 
Texas County residents and businesses impacted by the recent flooding.

“These teams will work with local officials to gather damage informa-
tion for personal flood-related losses and economic losses to Missouri 
businesses,” he said.

Texas County was among 41 counties in the state declared a disaster 
area after last week’s flooding.

Later, the joint teams will collect information associated with damages 
to public property, critical infrastructure and debris removal. 

The government’s arrival comes after about six inches of rainfall fell in 
the immediate Houston area. 

Countywide, rivers and streams expanded out of their banks, and town-
ship roads sustained damage. Several highways were closed in the county 
after high water was reported.

In this area, Highway 106 in Shannon County remained closed after 
water washed away a portion of the pavement. 

Travelers to Springfield will also find delays in the Rogersville area 
along U.S. 60, where some driving lanes are closed and traffic diverted 

to eastbound lanes. MoDOT 
officials say it is unclear 
when those lanes may be re-
opened. 

In one area, the agency 
is using pumps to move the 
water to restore traffic to the 
highway. 

See the Herald’s Web site 
for video of recent flooding 
of the county.

State, Federal Teams
To Assess Damage
Caused by Floods

Charges: Man Assaulted Officer;
Taking Gun, Personal Items
Highway Patrolman Sustains Moderate Injuries in Attack

Brashers Faces Charges
In Several Area Counties

Area children participate at Emmett Kelly Park on Saturday for Houston’s annual Easter egg hunt. Houston Community Betterment 
Y.O.U.T.H organized the event, which was postponed one week due to rain. 

Races Set
As Deadline
Closes Tue.

Three Licking children were 
killed Thursday afternoon when a 
trailer-truck unit struck their car in 
the rear at a road construction site 
south of Edgar Springs. 

Dead are: Christel E. Miess, 11; 
Gaberielle J. Miess, an infant; and 
Gracy J. Miess, 5. Seriously injured 

was Mark T. Barton, 30, of Lick-
ing, who was flown to a Springfield 
hospital. Christina J. Miess, 34, sus-
tained moderate injuries and was 
transferred to a Rolla hospital.

Several Missouri State Highway 
Patrol officers were called to the 
scene about three miles south of 

Edgar Springs. The patrol said a 
trailer-truck unit driven north by Al-
vin Lewis, 38, of Moorhead, Miss., 
struck the car operated by Barton 
that was stopped at the road con-
struction site. 

A Missouri State Highway Patrol 
crash team was sent to the scene. 

Cpl. Curtis Haden and Tpr. Marty 
Wiseman, officers assigned to Texas 
County, were among those respond-
ing to the crash site.

The family reportedly was en 
route to Rolla to seek medical addi-
tion for the baby, who was running a 
high temperature.

Three Children from Licking Die in Crash

The field is set for elections later 
this year with the closing of filings 
on Tuesday.

In all, five contested primary rac-
es will be decided in August with 
the winners advancing to the Gen-
eral Election in November. The year 
will mark a full plate of politics as 
voters decide races from the White 
House to the courthouse. 

Here is the list: 
Sharon Rees of Houston and John 

Casey of Simmons are seeking the 
Republican nomination for Texas 
County associate commissioner 
District I. Filing on the Democratic 
Ticket for the seat is David D. Adki-
son of Houston. 

Rueben Roedeske of Tyrone is 
seeking the Democratic nomination 
for District 2 county commissioner. 
He will face Linda Miller of Lick-
ing, who filed earlier. Linda Garrett 
of Licking, the Republican incum-
bent, is seeking re-election.

Steven H. Lawhead of Licking, 
Matt Thompson of Cabool and Wes 
Ellison of Willow Springs are seek-
ing the Republican nomination for 
sheriff. Texas County Sheriff Carl 
Watson, a Democrat from Solo, will 
seek re-election.

Shalena Purcell and Terry Kell, 
both Raymondville Democrats, 
filed for county assessor. Seeking 
the Republican nomination is the in-
cumbent, Debbie James of Solo, and 
Lynn Cheek of Houston. 

Running unopposed are Public 


