
A8   Thursday, April 28, 2022  n  HOUSTON HERALD   

See our booth downtown to learn more about
how we work to better our community.OK Tire n 401 S. First St. n Houston n 417-967-3694

Proud to promote this family 
friendly tradition in downtown Houston.

Send in the Clowns...
Join us in celebrating the Emmett Kelly Clown Festival this week.

Emmett Kelly Sr. visits Houston, as the native son delighted 
youngsters in downtown Houston in 1956. 

Two years later TCMH opened.

Thanks to all those volunteers who joined to revive this unique festival!

1333 S. Sam Houston Blvd., Houston
417-967-3311  n  866-967-3311  n  www.tcmh.org
“TOTAL COMMITMENT TO MAXIMUM HEALTHCARE”

Back To Basics
Soft Shadow Essentials, LLC

Holistic Health — Nature’s Health Care

210 S. Grand Ave., Houston • 417-293-8738
Owner: Gayla Campbell, CEOC, CHHP

Welcome to Clown Central!

Where Weary Willie once lived.

We’ll be open 
during the 

festival, 
so stop in 

and see us!

Enjoy the festival!

Join in as Houston
celebrates the memory 

of Emmett Kelly
CHC Do-it 
Center
1453 Sam Houston Blvd., 
Houston (by the Super Center)

417-967-4179
chchomecenter.com

Welcome to the 2022 Emmett Kelly Festival!
n 6 p.m. dinner and entertainment at Houston 

Storm Shelter, First and Pine streets. Meal with the 
daughter of  Emmett Kelly Sr., Stasia, and circus his-
torian Chris Berry. Tickets are $20 and available at 
Houston City Hall. Sponsored by Savor Grill. 

Kelly will present a video of  highlights of  her fa-
ther’s career in the circus and television with Berry 
highlighting the history of  circus. The STARS Foun-
dation will present musical entertainment. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 28

n 7 p.m. Academy Award winning movie — “The 
Greatest Show on Earth” featuring Kelly Sr. — at 
Melba Performing Arts Center on Grand Avenue. 
Free tickets (limited supply, first-come, first serve) 
are available at city hall or the Houston branch of  
the Texas County Library. Sponsored by Amick Con-

struction. Donations accepted for the festival fund. 
Refreshments will be available. Kelly and Berry will 
make a short presentation about the movie. The 
STARs Foundation will be doing a musical piece 
from the movie, “The Greatest Showman,” at 6:30 
p.m.  Magicians, too!

FRIDAY, APRIL 29

n 5K, WALK/RUN EVENT: Emmett Kelly Festi-
val 5K.  The walk/run will be held downtown with 
check-in beginning at 7 a.m. at the Lone Star Plaza 
and race start time at 8 a.m.  Registration includes 
a sleeveless running shirt with a picture of  Emmett 
Kelly Sr. designed by high school student Shiane Par-

ish.  The Houston High School Jazz Band will play at 
9 a.m. to welcome in the winners and the Dutch Oven 
cooking team will provide hot biscuits for the run-
ners/walkers after they race.

9 a.m. – Fun run for children down Grand Avenue. 
Prize for best dressed clown.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

n MUSIC STAGE DOWNTOWN
n 9 a.m. — Houston Jazz Band
n 10 a.m. — Tanya Pacheco
n 11 a.m. — Kirk Pierce
n Noon – Announcements by 

Rep. Bennie Cook. Kelly, who 
will receive a key to the city 
from Cook, will present awards 
to art students. Music to follow 
from the STARS Foundation.

n 1 p.m. — “Out of  Darkness,” 
featuring Zack and Jamie Tay-
lor and Gavin Altman

n 2 p.m. — Billy Jack Purnell, 
“Plain and Simple.”

n 3 p.m. — Markus Deutsch
n Noon  — Walking clown pa-

rade downtown. Emmett Kelly 
Festival T-shirts on sale.

n 1 p.m. Car show downtown. 
Check-in starts at 10 a.m. Mem-
bers of  the Old Iron Works Club 
will have some of  their trea-
sures on display. 

n 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.  — Scenes 
from the “Greatest Showman” 
performed at the Melba Performing Arts Center on 
Grand Avenue by the STARS Foundation.

n 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. — Special presentation of  Alad-
din by STARS Foundation at the Melba.

Vendors will be situated downtown
 at various booths in the community. 

n Food trucks will be present from 8 a.m. until 6 
p.m. You’ll find a dunking tank — send your favorite 
officer into the water. 

Clowns attending

 “Animal the Clown,”  a previous attendee, will 
perform airbrush tattooing. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Jackie Newton’s Sparkie Da’ Clown will attend the festival. A 35-year veteran 
educator, she works as a professor for State Fair Community College and 
Central Methodist University in mid-Missouri.
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1466 S. Sam Houston Blvd., Houston • 417-967-4182
Our pleasure is pleasing you.

www.grandappliancehouston.com
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday; 8 a.m. - noon Saturday. 

Call for information or service anytime

Save 4.225% per appliance* purchase up to $1,500.
*Applies to Energy Star certified appliances.

through 
April 25

Save Now
Missouri: Show-Me Green Sales Tax

SAVE

4.225%

 Looking for a fun outing?
     Explore our two locations!

Eilers Flea Market and Warehouse 
7435 W. Highway 17, Houston  n  417-967-3244

6970 S. U.S. 63, Houston  n  417-967-3721

Enjoy the Festival!
As we celebrate the life of the world famous

circus clown, Emmett Kelly Sr.

Emmett Kelly Sr. as “Weary Willie”.

1337 S. Sam Houston Blvd., Houston
417-967-5435  n  417-967-5639  n  www.tcmh.org
“TOTAL COMMITMENT TO MAXIMUM HEALTHCARE”

TCMH Medical Complex
From all of us:

family medicine, internal medicine, obstetrics, 
pediatrics, gynecology, pulmonology and walk-in clinic

Get your CLOWN on!
Have fun 

at the festival!

Emmett Kelly Park

HOUSTON HERALD ARCHIVES
A group of Houston businessmen pose with Weary Willie in front of Emmett Kelly Park in 1956. Members of 
the Emmett Kelly Day committee were, from left: E.E. Romines, Nolan Hutcheson, Mayor Frank Wood, Willie, 
City Marshal W.W. Kemp (who escorted Willie to the park in a police car), Lane Davis and Gentry Brown.

About Emmett Kelly
Emmett Kelly was born Dec. 9, 1898, 

at Sedan, Kan. His father was born in 
County Cork, Ireland, coming to the 
United States when he was a young man. 
His mother was a native of  Bohemia.

The senior Kelly was a railroad 
worker in Kansas when he purchased 
an 80-acre farm east of  Houston, mov-
ing the family here when Emmett was 
6 years old. (The family later bought 
80 more acres, adjoining the original 
purchase that was owned by the Rolla 
Pfister family).

Young Kelly attended the Ozark 
School near the farm, and became in-
terested in cartooning. His mother 
encouraged him, and he took a corre-
spondence course. 

When he was 19 he left Houston for 
Kansas City to seek work. Before leav-
ing home he gained a reputation as an 
entertainer with his “chalk talk” act at 

local church socials and pie suppers. 
The Old Settlers Reunions free acts 

committee remembered Kelly and of-
fered him pay to return home the next 
summer to perform. It was his first 
professional appearance. 

He later became universally known 
as the world’s most famous clown. 

In 1975, he returned to Houston for 
the dedication of  a city park named 
in his honor. In 1956, he returned to 
Houston for several days, which also 
included the dedication of  the first 
park that included his name. Chalk 
talks from that appearance are owned 
by some locally. The property was on 
what is now the Houston School Dis-
trict campus. 

He died March 28, 1979, at his home 
in Sarasota, where he had lived many 
years. He is buried in the family plot at 
Lafayette, Ind.

www.facebook.com/houstonherald

Follow the Herald 
on Facebook

HOUSTON HERALD ARCHIVES
LEFT: Emmett Kelly Sr. applies his Weary Willie makeup before a performance. 
RIGHT: Emmett Kelly and his wife, Evi, and 9-month-old daughter Stasia gather 
during a stop in Jonesboro, Ark., on the way to Houston in 1956. An Aug. 6 story 
read, “Weary Willie is smiling Emmett Kelly, the world’s most famous clown, was 
bubbling with joy when he stopped here Tuesday afternoon to spend the night. 
‘That’s my home up there in Houston and I haven’t been back since 1920.’”

The clown at work and with his family
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Erin Smith, candidate for circuit clerk

Paid for by Committee to Elect Erin Smith, Melinda Hutson, treasurer

Hiett Land 
Title

610 S. Grand Ave. n 417-967-0238 

Join Us in Celebrating
the Life of Emmett Kelly

Emmett Kelly Sr. with his famous character, 
Weary Willie, at his home in Sarasota.

Outpatient Surgery Clinic
Dr. Jason Loden, DO
Dr. Hollis Tidmore, MD, FACS
1333 S. Sam Houston Blvd., Houston
417-967-1252  n  www.tcmh.org

“TOTAL COMMITMENT TO MAXIMUM HEALTHCARE”

1956 Homecoming 
brought Kelly, Willie to Houston

For once, Emmett Kelly stole the 
show from Weary Willie. 

Emmett and Willie returned to 
Houston last week for the first time 
since 1920 to receive the plaudits of  
the old hometown. 

Willie is used to the spotlight be-
cause he’s the world’s best known 
clown. 

But it was Emmett Kelly who won 
the hearts of  the home folks with 
his sincere speeches, his patience 
with autograph-seekers, his coop-
eration in everything suggested and 
his enthusiasm for the town and its 
improvements. 

After all, Houston didn’t know ex-
actly what to expect.

Emmett left here 36 years ago, a 
fresh kid from the country, to gain 
fame and fortune under the big top. 
Few persons had heard him talk, as 
Willie never says anything. Some 
of  his old friends wondered if  Em-
mett, now that he is a famous per-
son, would have much time for old 
friends. There was a little apprehen-
sion that Emmett might not be the 
same person. 

But Kelly didn’t disappoint them. 
He talked his heart out and won the 
admiration of  everybody by being 
the most friendly guy in the world. 

When he said Friday night, “I 
have never had the feeling that I 
had last night when I came out on 
their platform to perform. It was my 
greatest thrill because I was with 
my own people,” everybody knew 
that Emmett Kelly simply was tell-
ing the truth. 

He had performed for an estimat-
ed 100 million circus goers, he later 
said, but the thrill of  coming back 
home to do his act was the greatest 
of  all. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kelly and their 
9-months-old daughter, Stasia, ar-
rived Wednesday afternoon from 
Sarasota, Fla., and were met at the 
Piney Inn by Mr. and Mrs. Clem 
Smith of  Lafayette, Ind. Mrs. Smith 
is Sylvia, Emmett’s sister. 

A round of  activities started with 
several newspaper reporters and 

photographers arriving to cover the 
festivities. 

Emmett dressed up as Weary Wil-
lie Thursday morning and toured 
the streets of  Houston with children 
tagging along. 

He took off his makeup and at-
tended a Chamber of  Commerce 
luncheon presided over by Nolan 
Hutcheson. Members of  the press, 
radio and television were intro-
duced and Richard H. Ichord in-
troduced Kelly. The luncheon was 
prepared by Beta Sigma Phi mem-
bers and served on the tables set up 
on the Rolla Pfister farm — the old 
Kelly home place

In his address Kelly described the 
day as “one of  the happiest of  my 
life.”

“I owe almost everything to the 
strength I gained when I lived in 
these hills,” he told the crowd. “One 
of  the main reasons I did what I 
have done was encouragement from 
the people all over these hills and 
valleys…I learned a lot from the 
fine people around here. They don’t 
pretend to be what they are not. I ap-
plied the philosophy of  life that was 
given me by the people I was raised 
with.”

Kelly paused for a minute and 
then added, “Missouri people — and 
especially Ozarks people — can’t be 
beat anywhere. There is no way of  
describing my happiness at being 
here.” 

Kelly returned to the hotel after 
lunch and made up again as Weary 
Willie for the television photogra-
phers who arrived late. He took off 
his makeup and spent the rest of  the 
afternoon visiting friends. 

That night, he donned the garb of  
Weary Willie and made his appear-
ance at the Reunion. 

Wm. Duke Hiett introduced Kel-
ly to the crowd and Willie went 
through his famous chalk-talk act. 

For the record, he drew two car-
toons that he presented 36 years 
ago. Several persons were in the au-
dience who watched his first act in 
1920. Among them were his sister, 

Sylvia, and Mrs. Troy Stair, the for-
mer Jessie McKinney.

There was laughter and fun and 
the crowd joined in the spirit of  the 
festivities. 

Emmett returned to the Reunion 
Friday night, minus makeup, to re-
ceive the key to the city and hear 
the Reunion grounds named in his 
honor. 

His acceptance speech was an 
inspiring address and a veteran 
KWTO reporter, here to record the 
speech, described it as “one of  the 
best I ever heard — It was so sin-
cere.”

Kelly paid tribute to the Houston 
community. “I returned here to find 
so many changes,” he said. “I pic-
tured in my mind something like it 
used to be. Instead I find a modern 
and progressive little city. Paved 
streets, a shoe factory, a beautiful 
new swimming pool.” 

“You know,” he said, “people 
ask me where I’m from. I tell them 
the Ozarks and they say I thought 
so. We can tell by your drawl. And 
I’m proud of  it. These are my peo-
ple down here. Missouri is a great 
state.” 

The Kellys spent Saturday visit-
ing friends and made a trip to the 
farm, Yukon (where he saw his first 
circus performance), the old school, 
church and other familiar spots.

They left Sunday morning.
As Emmett loaded baggage into 

his air-conditioned Cadillac, he 
said, “Tell everybody for me that I 
had a wonderful, wonderful time. It 
all turned out so much better than I 
ever dreamed.” 

He started his car and was asked 
if  he would be back.

“Be back? You bet. I’m coming 
back either in the fall or spring 
when I can do a little hunting or 
fishing and have more time to do 
some visiting. 

And why shouldn’t he? 
After all, Houston is home.

Aug. 16, 1956
Houston Herald

Help the HHS Beta Club & Enjoy a Treat!

HHS Beta Club is raising money to compete at the national convention in July.

SAVE $1
Andy’s Root Beer & Root Beer Floats

Available Saturday at the Emmett Kelly Clown Festival!

When You Purchase Two
Items at the Downtown Booth
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