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On August 1, 2022, the above cause came on for hearing 

 8 before the Honorable John D. Beger, Judge of Division 2 of 
the Texas County Circuit Court at Houston.

 9

10
A P P E A R A N C E S

11
John Casey, Texas County Commissioner, pro se.  

12
Tammy Cantrell, Texas County Collector/Treasurer, 

13 pro se.  

14   

15

16

17

18

19 Stephanie L. Kurtz Morgan, C.C.R. #1022
25th Judicial Circuit of Missouri

20

21

22

23

24

25

 1



 1 P R O C E E D I N G S

 2 THE COURT:  Let's go on the record.  The Court 

 3 calls In Re:  The Texas County Commission, Scott Long, John 

 4 Casey, Doyle Heiney and Tammy Cantrell, Respondents, 

 5 No. 22TE-CC0-- I'm sorry --CC00204.  

 6 Is Scott Long here?  

 7 (NO RESPONSE.)

 8 THE COURT:  Is John Casey here?

 9 MR. CASEY:  Yes, sir.

10 THE COURT:  All right.  Is Doyle Heiney here?

11 (NO RESPONSE.)

12 THE COURT:  Mr. Casey, has the bill for the circuit 

13 clerk's telephone system been paid?  

14 MR. CASEY:  Checks have been --

15 MS. CANTRELL:  I've got --

16 MR. CASEY:  -- written.

17 MS. CANTRELL:  I've got it right here in my hand 

18 (indicating), sir.  

19 THE COURT:  All right.  Why don't we give it to the 

20 circuit clerk so she can pay it.  

21 MR. CASEY:  Can we -- I don't know -- could we 

22 address or be heard here?

23 THE COURT:  All I want to hear is whether or not 

24 the check's been paid -- or the bill's been paid.  

25 Is that sufficient to cover the balance, Ms. Clerk?  

 2



 1 MS. MOSLEY:  No, it's not, Judge.

 2 THE COURT:  All right.  Why hasn't it been paid, 

 3 sir?  Why don't you come up to the podium?  

 4 MR. CASEY:  Can I just read this (indicating)?

 5 THE COURT:  You can.  

 6 MR. CASEY:  Okay.  The Commission investigated the 

 7 new phone system for the county to give the taxpayers the 

 8 most bang for their money.  We did our due diligence.  And 

 9 after a decision was made, we put the specifications out for 

10 bid and three companies responded, Grennan Communications out 

11 of West Plains, Liberty Tech out of Marshfield and Elec-- and 

12 Alextricity out of Cabool.  

13 All bids were based on the same specs, and Elec-- 

14 and Alextricity received the bid.  He installed over 

15 100 phones.  And the Court system had some issues, and a 

16 meeting was held to address them.  

17 A few days later we were served with the order to 

18 replace the phones.  Knowing the phones were not the issue, 

19 the Commission tried contacting the Judge.  He did not want 

20 to discuss the order.

21 The Commission has an attorney on retainer out of 

22 St. Louis and we asked him if he would talk to the Judge 

23 about the order.  He advised us the Judge refused to talk to 

24 him regarding the order.  

25 The written order specifically says that the clerk 
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 1 enter into agreement with the next lower bid -- bidder for 

 2 telephone services, and to remove the telephones placed by 

 3 Alex and install replacement telephones.  There was nothing 

 4 wrong with the phones that were ordered to be replaced.  We 

 5 looked at it as a total waste of money.  

 6 Replacement phones that were installed are a 

 7 cheaper version.  The Commission feels we were elected and 

 8 have the responsibility for all county property.  The Judge's 

 9 orders should come as a last resort and only after 

10 discussions.  

11 We had every intention of paying Grennan, but 

12 wanted a chance to at least be heard by the Judge, to sit 

13 down and talk.  When Parke talked to us a couple of times, 

14 the same sentiment was expressed and we would pay, but wanted 

15 the concerns to be heard.

16 This decision was made with no input from the 

17 Commission.  In the past issues were taken care of before 

18 they went this far.  In the future when issues arise, let's 

19 have free, open discussion and work things out for the good 

20 of the county.

21 Checks were written -- we understand that he did 

22 the work and he should get paid, but the phones weren't the 

23 issue.  I specifically talked to Grennan.  All 

24 three bidders bid on the same phone, and he wouldn't have 

25 replaced them if the Judge -- or if your order didn't 
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 1 specifically say to have that replaced.  

 2 We just wanted to talk to you.

 3 THE COURT:  I met with the Commission with the 

 4 circuit clerk.  That's set forth in my order of January 12 of 

 5 this year.  No objection was made to that order.  

 6 The clerk replaced the phones.  Never heard any 

 7 more from the Commission; never heard anything from an 

 8 attorney from St. Louis.

 9 What I did hear was through the Prosecuting 

10 Attorney, that you all had promised to pay the bill.  It was 

11 never paid.  

12 Let me ask you, which of you is related to Alex 

13 Roberts, who owns Alextricity?

14 MR. CASEY:  No one.

15 THE COURT:  Somebody is related to him on the 

16 Commission, is my information.

17 MR. CASEY:  No, not that I'm aware of.

18 THE COURT:  You -- you stand on that statement?  

19 MR. CASEY:  Yes, sir.

20 THE COURT:  Okay.  

21 MR. CASEY:  As I did when we told Parke that we 

22 would pay the bill.  

23 THE COURT:  And it was never paid, was it?  

24 MR. CASEY:  Well, we promised that it was gonna be 

25 once -- once we were heard.  And this order was issued -- 
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 1 well, you issued the order after the meeting.

 2 THE COURT:  How much is -- 

 3 MR. CASEY:  We didn't know it was --

 4 THE COURT:  How much is left to pay the bill, 

 5 Ms. Mosley?  There's a check there --   

 6 MS. MOSLEY:  About $2,000.  

 7 THE COURT:  Well, the bill was $5,888.01.  There's 

 8 interest due to today's date on that bill of $136.30, which 

 9 brings the total to $6,024.31.

10 How much has been paid, Ms. Mosley?

11 MS. MOSLEY:  The check they handed me is for 

12 $5,888.01.

13 THE COURT:  I thought you told me earlier today 

14 that something had been paid on the bill.

15 MS. MOSLEY:  Actually it appears that there was 

16 not.  This is the total that I just received from them that 

17 is due (indicating).

18 THE COURT:  Okay.

19 MS. MOSLEY:  That's -- this is the invoice of that 

20 original $5,000, and this is the services that are six months 

21 past due.

22 THE COURT:  So they owe this amount, plus interest?

23 MS. MOSLEY:  Plus the $5,000 for the equipment 

24 only, so it brings it to the total of $7,000 and --

25 THE COURT:  So it looks like after this payment the 
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 1 county still owes $1,779.67.  That would be the outstanding 

 2 monthly payment, of course -- well, it varies -- about 

 3 $470-some a month, plus interest.  

 4 Is that about right, Ms. Mosley?

 5 MS. MOSLEY:  Yes.

 6 THE COURT:  Are you gonna pay that amount?  

 7 MR. CASEY:  Yes.  That'll be a monthly fee from 

 8 perpetuity, I guess?

 9 THE COURT:  So long as the contract runs, yes.

10 MR. CASEY:  All right.  When -- and clarification.  

11 You didn't issue the order until after our meeting.  We 

12 didn't know what -- 

13 THE COURT:  I did issue the order after the 

14 meeting.  Primarily I issued the order because Mr. Roberts 

15 was there saying he had permission to tap into the OSCA power 

16 line, and that was a big cause of the problems.  

17 And when I conferred with OSCA, they made it plain 

18 that he did not have that permission, had never been given 

19 that permission.  And that seems to go hand in hand with what 

20 the prosecutor communicated to me, that you intended to pay 

21 the bill and never did.  

22 So I get promises -- or I get statements that prove 

23 to be untrue.  That causes concern.  I set out in the order 

24 of January 12 the Court's authority to enter its order and 

25 replace the phone system, and the county would be required to 
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 1 pay that.

 2 When does the -- maybe I should direct this to 

 3 Ms. Cantrell.  

 4 Ms. Cantrell, when's the next payment cycle?

 5 MS. CANTRELL:  It'll be two weeks from Wednesday.

 6 THE COURT:  So that would be the 17th?

 7 MS. CANTRELL:  Yes, sir.

 8 THE COURT:  So at some point before the 17th, the 

 9 Commission meets and decides to make payment, and then you 

10 issue the checks on the 17th?

11 MS. CANTRELL:  Yes.  They actually have the payroll 

12 clerk to issue it, and I just sign them.

13 THE COURT:  Okay.  Well, if a check is not cut for 

14 $1,779.67 in payment of these fees and interest to Grennan, I 

15 will be here on August 23.  We're gonna put this case on the 

16 docket for that day at nine o'clock.  

17 If it's not paid, I'll be issuing more orders to 

18 show cause.  Do you understand that, sir?  

19 MR. CASEY:  Yeah, so long as it -- it was -- the 

20 phones were not the problem.  That was our point.

21 THE COURT:  You can -- you can tell the public 

22 whatever you want.  I don't care.

23 MR. CASEY:  Ron Grennan --

24 THE COURT:  The fact of the matter is --

25 MR. CASEY:  Ron Grennan told me that.
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 1 THE COURT:  The fact of the matter is the phones, 

 2 as installed, didn't work.  The county's obligated to provide 

 3 the circuit clerk with ade-- adequate office space and office 

 4 equipment under the statute cited in the rule.  

 5 But you can tell the public whatever you want.  I'm 

 6 gonna review it again on August 23.  If it's not paid, we'll 

 7 do another order to show cause, and at that time if the 

 8 others don't show up as well, you will go to jail.  

 9 That concludes this matter.  

10 (PROCEEDINGS CONCLUDED.)
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 1 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

 2

 3 I, Stephanie L. Kurtz Morgan, Certified Court 

 4 Reporter, certify that I am the official court reporter for 

 5 Division 2 of the 25th Judicial Circuit of Missouri at 

 6 Houston, Missouri; that on August 1, 2022, I was present and 

 7 reported all of the proceedings in, IN RE:  TEXAS COUNTY 

 8 COMMISSIONERS, et al., Respondents, Case No. 22TE-CC00204.  I 

 9 further certify that the foregoing 10 pages contain a true 

10 and accurate transcription of the proceedings.
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